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goiscellany.

ELEGY,
oX THE DEATH OF A POOR IDIOT GIRL,

HO, haplefs, helplefs being! who
ghall ftrew a flower upon thy grave ?
Or who from ¢ mute Oblivion's powery”
Thy difregarded name fhall fave?

fonour and Wealth, and Learning’s flore,
['he votive urn remembers long ;

pd e’en ¢ the annals of the poor,’

Live in the Bard’s immortal fong.

nat a blank {tone belt ltories thee,

Whom Senfe, nor Wealth, nor Fame could find ;
ipoorer than aught befide we fee ;

A human form without a mind.

cafket gemlels ! yet for thee
Pity fulpends the tender wail ;
Ior Reafon fhall a moral fee
While Mem’ry paints thy fimple tale.

es, it fhall paint thy bumble form,

Ciad decent in its lowly weed,
Happy in barmleis wand'ring’s charm,

And pleas’d thy father’s flock to feed.—
Vith vacant, wrecklefs (mile flie bore,

Patient the fcorner’s cruel jeft,
WEDEIITE quld-pals-ites’ers, -
“Andcurn it powntféfs from her b
er tongue unable to difplay

The unform’d chaos of her mind !___
o lenfe its rude founds could convey,
But to parental inftinét kind,
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"et, clofe to every human form,
Clings Imitation’s mimic power,
BAnd (he was fond and proud to own

The fchool-time's regulated hour §

And o'er the mutilated page
Mutter'd the feeming lefTon’s tone ;
od ere the {cholar’s tafk was faid,
Brought ever and anon her own.

nd many a truant boy would feck,
And drag relu@ant to his place ;
Ard even the mafter’s folemn rule,
Wauld mock with grave and apt grimace.

Each heart humane could freely love
A nature fo eftrang’d from wrong ;
od even infants would proteét
Her from the pafling trav’llers tongue !

But her prime joy was [till to be

Where holy congregations bow :

Wrapt in wild trantports when they (ung, .
And when they pray'd would bend her low.

D Nature ! wherefoe'er thou art,

Some latent worlhiw (Mll s there ! »

Plufh ! ye~whofe forim without a heart, ™™~ "y
The idiot’s plea can never fhare !

sor guilelels thing ! jufl eighteen years,
Parental cares had rear'd alone

hou (left thou e're fhouldft want thofe cares,)
Heav'n took thee fpotlels to his owi,

ull many a watching eye of love,

Thy ficknefs and thy death did cheer;
nd Reafon, while fhe joys, approve
The inftiné of a parent’s tear.

oot guilelefs thing ! forgot by men,
The heaving turt dire&s to thee ;
“Tis ll thou art” to mortal ken,
But faith beyond the grave can fee.

But what a burft of mind fhall glow,
When, difencumber’d from this clod,

i hou, who on earth couldft nothing know,
Shall rile to comprehend thy God !

Ph ! could thy fpirit teach us now,
Full many a truth the gay might learn ;
he value of a blamelels life,
ull many a feorner might difcern.

es! they might learn who wafle their time,
‘What it muft be to know no sin,

hey who oollute the foul's fweet prine,
What to be fpotlefs, pure within,

0} then and feek her humble grave,
All ye who fport in Folly’s ray,
'&nd. 3s the gale the grafs fhall wave,
Lift to a voice that feems to fay :

“'Ti not the meafure of your pawers,
o which the eternal meed is given ;
* wafted or improved hours,
Which forfeit or fecure your heaven !
—  —
M MAXIMS.
% SfI.IP of the foot may foon be recovered, but
0 .the tongue perhaps never,
A quiet confcicnce, caules a quiet
A man's beft or w
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'MILITARY.

THE following plan of a new manual exercife for
the forces of the United States, is refpe@fully fub.
mitted to the proper authority.

The manual pradlifed confifls of tgenty.feven pri-
mary motions, as follow :——1. Poife firelock. 2.
Cock firelock. 3. Take aim. 4. Fire. 5. Half
cock firelock. 6. Handle cartridge. 7. Prime. 8.
Shut pan. 9. Charge with cartridge. 10. Draw
rammere V1. Ram down cartridge. 1%. Return
13. Shoulder firelock. 14, Order fire-
lack. 15. Ground firelock. 16#Take up firelock,
17, Shoulder firelock. 18. Secure firelock, 19,
Shoulder firelock, 20. Fix bayonet. 21. Shoulder
firelock, 22, Prefent arms, 23, Shoulder firelock.
24, Charge bayonet. 25. Shoulder firelock. 26.
27. Shoulder firelock. In this the
fingle motion of fhoulder occurs feven times, and the
firing motions are performed with empty barrels,

T'he fubftitute propoled confifts of fifteen motions,

- as follow :——1, Fix bayonet.” 2, Prime and load.

3. Shoulder firelock. 4. Make ready. 5. Take
aim—fire. 6. Charge bayonet. 7. Shoulder fire-
lock. 8. Half cock firelock. 9. Shut pan. 10,

Slope arms. 11. Carry arms.
13. Carry arms. 14, ‘Urail arms, 15, Order arms.
Here no motion occurs but twice, OFf the twenty-
feven motions pra@tifed, we leave out fix primary

fecarey prelerm, ad="

12. Support arms.

The poife and cocWare, tlie make ready in fat,
and by this word which conveys the true meaning,
the command is better expreffed and more promptly
executed ; the men at once coming to the recover
and cock. _ g

Ground arms is rejeted as ufelefs and pernicious,
filing arms by files of three being the proper pofition
of the firclock when men are difmiffed to refrefh.—
Arms laid on wet or damp ground ¢ liable to da-
mage, and certainly the [luperiority of filing, as to
military effet, mult be apparent to all.  The fecure
is not a motion of altion, of eafe, or of parade; it is
only ufed in wet weather to preferve the lock and
loading from damage ; it theretore fhould nat incum-
ber the manual but be confidered as a by or auxiliary
motion, ;

"The Prefent, a motion ot falutation, only ufed on
review or when a fentry falutes a general officer,
may be difpenfed with, and the carry arms adopted
in its place. If the prefent is analized by a fcienti.
fic difciplinarian, it will be found defe&tive in milita-
ry charaéter ; it places the arms ip a ftrained pof-
ture ; the pofition of the firelock, except with well
difciplined troops, is unfteady, and the whole contour
conveys the idea of weaknels. We propofe the line
on review to be at the fupport, and the moment the
general appears on the right, or in front, as the cafe
may be, the commandant gives the word carry arms,
which motion has a lively effe¢t when done from the
fupporty’ and inftantly“eonveys-the idea of vigour and-
military ve{pe@ ; the foldier appears to the beft ad-
vantage, upright and firm to the front ; the geuneral
has an unobflru@ted view of his troaps, their arms and
appointments, The prefent is a fatiguing pofition ;
the carry is quite as refpe@tful and exhibits the tout
en femble of a foldier under arms,

Advance arms is another motion of ceremony, and
now only ufed” in efcorting the colours on parade or
attending an officer. The colours may be efcorted
with carried arms. The manly attitude of a platoon
with carried arms is valtly fuperior in appearance to
the crouching afpedl of the advance.

We have arranged the propofed ‘manual on the
principle that the exercifing or bandling of our arms

_ on parade fhould comport as near as poffible the

ufage in alion, and that nothing fuperflucus ought
to be pratifed, It commences with fixing bayonet,
becaule when troops are turned out to form, to take
up the line of march, or lead into adtion, they natu-
rally fall in at an order with their bayonets in the
fcabbards, The firlt motion therefore thould be that
which puts the foldier in a ftate of defence inftantly.
The {uperiority of fixing b"|‘)’°“¢‘5 at an order over
our prefent methed, we prefume will be apparent to
any gentleman who may choole to take his firelock
and put the motion to trial.

The loading, from the order, throwing the piece
into the left hand, opeping pan, “&c. completes the
arms for a&tion, and at the third motion, (fhonlder)
the troops are prepared to engage, t’t:\k’cl up the line
of march, maneuvre, or (if on parade) to proceed
with the manual,

When the line has fired, the charge is the natural
and neceffary motion that follows, When in a&ion a
charge is determined on, it is preceded (in nine cales
out of ten) by the volley, the troops advancing under
the fmoke of the fmall arms and field pieces.

The remainder, after fhut pan, are indifpenfable
motions of eafe ; four of which are not in our pre-
(ent manual,. flope, {upport, carry and trail.  When
the parade ground admits, the battalion, or company,
at the motion of charge, fhould be forward on the
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charging ftep, dreffed well to the front, clofe files
and the rear rank nearly up to the locks ftep, inclin-
ingaa little to the right; this praftice on parade
would produce a confidence of great importance to
new troops when brought into altion. It appears
more neceflary when we refleét on the ftru@ure of
the human mind, that new troops fhould be led to
the charge rather than ftand to receive 1t. We will
venture an opinion that a battalion who has never
feen fervice, but has been well drilled to the charg.
ing ftep on parade, will if brought to the reality,
diffipate a battalion of equal force, and excepting
that particular, of equal accomplifhments.

We have conneéled the whole of the priming and
loading motions udder the one word of command,
prime and load, from the opinion that the loldier im-"
bibes a flow habit by the command in detail, and
that this impastant motion fhould be accelerated in
the performance by all the impetuofity of which it is
fufceptible, |

T'hat the plan fubmitted is jult fuch a one as fhould
be adopted, we will 1iot prefume to fay, but it is be-
lieved an improvement, “and ceftainly fome improve-
ment on our prefent manual (hould be made by con-
grels—the writer gfubmits it to the better experi-
ence ol his brother officers through the Union.

A fyftem of tadtics for the ule of cilicers, by tHe
authority of the general government, is much want-
ed at this period.” The improved ftate of the fcience
of war, renders the lictle we have in Stuben obfolete.
ambitions for information, ftudy fuch
works as their own or the opinion of otliers may re-
cominend  tlence frony the yariety of theories, iu-
culcited difcordance in practice muft refult, and if in
prefence of an enemy a critical. movement becomes
indifpenfable, defeat and havoc may be the confe-
quence, and brave troops may be cut en maflfe for
want of Iyltem and conformity of aflion, Rut all
this, as alfo the improvement of our manual, deperds
en the fupreme autlhority, the congrefs of the U,
States.

MONTGOMELRY.

P

From the American Citizen.

Tne plan of a new manual exercile figned Mont-
gomery, which appeared in the Citizen a few days
paft, would in my opinion be very proper if in his omif-
fion of feveral ufclefs motions, he had alfo excluded
that of fixing bayonet. The bayoret ought to be
fixed to the mufket with a rivet, which would be a
vaft public faving of bayonet belts and {cabbards, and
often of the bayonet itfelfy as it has very frequently
happened that when on a march, or even in camp or
quarters, the bayonet drops out, or is taken from the
fcabbard and loft, whereas with it faltened to the
mufket, it is fafe, and the foldier is always (even if
furprized, which often happens) prepared to ufe it.

LAWS OF THE UNION,
AN ACT

To alter the time for the next meeting of Congrefs. .
BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America, in Con-
gress assembled, That atrer the adjournment of the
prefent feflion, the next meeting of congrefs fhall be
on the firft Monday of November next,
[Approved and signed, April 22, 1808.]

AN ACT
provision for arming and equipping the whole body
of the Militia of the United States.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre.
sentatives of the United States of America, in Con
gress assembled, I'hat the annual fum of two hun-
dred thoufand dollars be, and the fame hereby is ap-
propriated for the purpufe of providing arms and mi.
litary equipments for the whole body of the militia
of the United States, either by purchafe or manu.
fafure by and on account of the United States,

Skc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pre-
fident of the United States be and he hereby is au.
thorifed to purchale fites for, and ere®, fuch additi-
onal arfenals and manufaltories of arms as he may
deem expedient under the limitations and reftrictions
now provided by law : Provided also, That fo much
of any law as rellricts the number of workmen in the
armouries of the U. States to one hundred men, be
and the fame hereby is 1epealed.

Skc. 5. And ke it further enacted, That all the
arms procured in virtue of this adt MRall be tranfs
mitted to the feveral ftates compofing this union, and
territorics thereof, to each flate and territory refpec-
tively in proportion to ghe number of the effe@tive mi-
litia in each [tate and territary, and by each (late and
territory to be diftributed to the militia in fuch flate
and territory, under fuch rules and regulations as fhall
be by law prefcribed by the legiflature of each ftate
and territory.

LAbproved and signed, April 25, 1808.]
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